In this week's Confidence Corner we
will examine a passage in Genesis
chapter four. In Genesis 4:6- 7 the
Corner
LORD is speaking to Cain. Cain’s
sacrifice has been rejected by the
LORD. Cain is angry and the text
states his countenance has fallen.
The text then reads, “So the LORD said to Cain,
’Why are you angry? And why has your countenance
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin lies at your door. And its desire is
for you, but you should rule over it.” (NKJV) What does
this passage mean?
Coffman in his commentary states that Genesis 4:7 is
one of the most difficult and disputed passages in Genesis. After stating such he then provides his interpretation
of the passage to be, if you do well there is a sin-offering
lying at your door. Let me try to put some sense to this
passage. I do not think Coffman is correct. He seems to
be basing his thoughts on the LXX translation which is
quite different from the Hebrew text....actually LXX
seems to build into the text the whole Mosaic sacrificial
system (which shows translators bias and also why it is
so different from MT).
According to Gesenius' Hebrew grammar in Gn 4:7
there is a substantial participle (a lurker, a coucher). Sin
is presented as a lurking animal (Hebrew word) waiting
to pounce...not passive sacrifice. It is even probably
from the Akkadian word rabaatsu which the CAD notes
can mean "to lie in wait, to lurk" (thanks Dr. Musgrave).
If Cain does not repent of his attitude sin will overtake
him even worse than it has.
The word door is probably best translated “opening”
keeping with the imagery of a beast at the opening of it’s
cave (den etc.) waiting to pounce.
The last part “it desires to have you but you must
master over it”...is identical to Gen 3:16 regarding the
wife’s desire will be to rule husband and he will rule over
her....thus messing up perfect existence of husband and
wife prior to the fall.
The Hebrew of Gen. 4:7 is “and toward you [is] its
desire, but you must rule over it.” As in Gen 3:16, the
Hebrew noun “desire” refers to an urge to control or
dominate. Here the desire is that which sin has for Cain,
a desire to control for the sake of evil, but Cain must
have mastery over it. It appears here that the imperfect
is understood as having an obligatory sense—at least
that is my understanding.
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